
South Dakota
District 3

October 2026

 Patrice Sorensen, Piedmont Unit# 311
 2026-2027 South D akota American L egion 

 Auxiliary President. 
 

 Theme: FOCUS (Family, O rganization for,
Community, Unity and, Service)

 Flowers: Blue Hydrangeas and Red Poppy
 Colors: Blue & Green

 Spoken Word: Ragged O ld Flag 
by Johnny Cash

 Songs: Black Sheep by Ben Fuller
 Amazing Grace by Ani D efranco

Headquarters Address is: 
South Dakota American Legion Auxiliary  

PO Box 983
Mitchell, SD 57301

NATIONAL PRESIDENT
2026-2027

 
Dr. Coral May Grout

Department of Massachusetts:
Eugene M. Connor Unit 193

This year’s theme set by our
National Department

President Dr. Coral May Grout is, 
“A Beacon for Veterans” featuring a

lighthouse. You will see this
reflected in our membership drive.



UPCOMING DISTRICT MEETINGS
October 10 – District 7 Tea - Social at 1 pm meeting at 2 pm
October 11 – District 8 – Parkston - Social at 1 pm meeting at 2 pm
October 24 – District 4 – Leola - Social at 11:30 am; meeting at 12 pm;
meeting at 2 pm

News from your 
District 3 President

As you all are aware, we cancelled the Fall
District 3 meeting out of respect for Unit 8 losing
one of their long time members and her funeral
being held at the same time of our fall meeting.
While we didn’t have a meeting there is still time
for you to hear from our department officers on
what they have planned for the 2026-2027 year.
Everyone is welcome to attend one of the last
year district meetings still taking place.  If  you
are unable to attend in person, they are being

live-streamed. 

REMINDERS:
DISTRICT DUES: Remain the same –$20 per unit. Due to the district having
no banking account – you need to make out your checks directly to: Mary
Jo Stier, PO Box 224, Onida, SD 57564. Please make sure to write in the
memo line that the check is for your unit dues. Please remember that this
dues money is spent toward poem / essay prizes, reimbursing for District 23
expenses; such as gifts,. rent (if needed) for meeting places, etc.

MEMBERSHIP: It is that time of year again to start your unit’s membership
drive. The September Status Report is attached. Please look this over and if
your unit has accumulated a membership credit with the state it will be on
the progress report. Please use this credit amount toward new or renewing
memberships in your unit.

UNIT OFFICERS and CHAIRMAN FORMS: (2026-2027) - please remember to
submit your unit officers and chairmen form to me and to department
headquarters if you have already done so. 
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	American Legion Auiliary
	Mission Statement
	The American Legion Auxiliary honors the sacrifice of those who serve by uniting members to make a meaningful impact for veterans, military and their families, and communities.
	Vision Statement
	To be a connected, compassionate force — a community where veterans, servicemembers, and their families belong and thrive through service that supports veterans, military and their families, and the next generation.
	New eligibility resolution expands ALA membership
	At the 2026 American Legion National Convention, delegates adopted new membership eligibility language for the American Legion Auxiliary — expanding eligibility and allowing more family members to join the ALA. The Legion has authority over the ALA’s membership eligibility; this gender-neutral language change allows more people into our organization — strengthening our ability to better serve our veterans, military, and their families. The eligibility changes are effective immediately. Check out the ALA blog to learn more.
	South Dakota


	COMMUNITY SERVICE
	NEWSLETTER
	ALYSSA TEBBEN (MATHIS)
	LYS432001@YAHOO.COM
	FOCUS Spotlight
	Putting “Service Not
	Self” Into Action
	UPCOMING EVENTS
	ISSUE 02 / OCTOBER 2026
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	COMMUNITY SERVICE IDEAS
	CLEAN UP A LOCAL CEMETARY
	ORGANIZE A LOCAL PARK CLEANUP
	DO FALL YARDWORK FOR SENIORS
	AS THE WEATHER IS CHANGING - HOST A WINTER COAT/HAT/GLOVE DRIVE
	IN THAT SAME SPIRIT -HOST A BLANKET DRIVE FOR LOCAL HOMELESS OR WOMEN’S SHELTERS
	PACK HYGIENE KITS, SOCKS, SNACKS TO DONATE TO LOCAL HOMELESS SHELTERS OR LOCAL POLICE DEPARTMENTS
	PREPARE AND SERVE A COMMUNITY WIDE FREE MEAL
	HOST A NON-PERISHABLE FOOD DRIVE TO STOCK THE SHELVES OF YOUR LOCAL FOOD PANTY - CHECK TO SEE WHAT THEY ARE LOW ON
	HOST A TOY DRIVE/GIFT CARD DRIVE TO DONATE TO LOCAL CPS OFFICES FOR FOSTER CHILDREN FOR CHRISTMAS
	PUT UP OR REFRESH A LITTLE FREE LIBRARY IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PAINT KINDNESS ROCKS AND PLACE THEM THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY
	HELP WITH BINGO AND A LOCAL NURSING HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING
	Message from the Chairman
	605-491-2331
	ALYSSA TEBBEN (MATHIS)
	LYS432001@YAHOO.COM


	Give 20 to Education
	Every ALA member can get involved with 2026-2027
	Give 20 to Education.
	LEARN
	MORE
	The ALA’s Give 20 to Education program collects needed items
	in multiples of 20 — 20 notebooks, 20 rulers, 20 glue sticks,
	or anything a school may need.
	www.ALAforVeterans.org/scholarships | Education@ALAforVeterans.org





