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CONSTITUTION
OF THE
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH DAKOTA

PREAMBLE

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes:

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; to maintain law and order;
to foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories and
incidents of our associations in all wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the
community, state, and nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to make
right the master of might; to promote peace and good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to
posterity the principles of Justice, Freedom, and Democracy; to participate in and contribute to the
accomplishment of the aims and purposes of The American Legion; to consecrate and sanctify our
association by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.

Article I. Name
Section 1. The American Legion Auxiliary shall be "American Legion Auxiliary of South Dakota."

Article II. Nature
Section 1. The American Legion Auxiliary is a civilian organization, Patriotic service that supports

the mission of the American Legion.

Section 2. The American Legion Auxiliary shall be non-political and shall not be used for the
dissemination of bipartisan principles, nor for any promotion of the candidacy of any person

seeking public office or preferment.

Article II1. Eligibility
Section 1. Membership in the American Legion Auxiliary shall be limited to the grandmothers,
mothers, sisters, spouse, and direct and adopted female descendants of members of The American
Legion and to the grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouse, and direct and adopted female
descendants of all men and women who were in the Armed Forces of the United States during any
of the following periods: April 6, 1917, to November 1 1, 1918; December 7, 1941, and any time
after December 7,1941, served on active duty in the Armed Forces of any of the Governments
associated with the United States during any of said periods, and died in the line of duty or after
honorable discharge; and to those women who of their own right are eligible for membership in

The American Legion.

Section 2. There shall be two classes of membership, senior and junior.

(a) Senior membership shall be composed of members aged eighteen (18) or older, provided,
however, a member eligible under Section 1 Article IIl and who is under the age of eighteen (18)
years and married shall be classified as a Senior member.

(b)  Junior membership shall consist of that group under the age of eighteen (18) years, whose
activities shall be supervised by the Senior membership. Upon reaching the age of eighteen (18)
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years, Junior members shall automatically be admitted into Senior membership with full
privileges.

()  Dues for both classes shall be paid annually or for life.

Article IV. Charters

Section 1. Applications for charter must be approved by the Post to which the Unit wishes to
become attached.

Article V. Executive Department
Section 1. The administrative and executive power shall be vested in the Department Executive
Committee (DEC), which shall be composed of the President, National Executive
Committeeperson, two Vice Presidents, Department Chaplain, Department Historian, Department
Finance Chairman and one District President from each District. Between Department
Conventions the DEC shall be able to make fiduciary and strategic changes with a two-thirds vote

of the DEC. Units will be notified in advance of any possible changes through the next Department
mailing.

Section 2. The Department Executive Committee shall meet as follows:
Immediately preceding the Department Convention

Within twenty-four hours after Department Convention

In July (The Department President will set the date and time of meeting)
Mid-Winter Conference

At the call of the Department President.

Upon the request of five or more members.

N R b

Section 3. Nine members shall constitute a quorum of the Department Executive Committee.

Section 4. All Past Department Presidents and Past Department Secretaries (with Department
Secretaries having served no less than five years in the office) and in good standing in local units,
shall be members for life of the Department Executive Committee with all rights, except the right
to vote, without expenses allowed. The Department Secretary, Department Treasurer, Department
Parliamentarian, and Department Poppy Chairman shall be members of the Executive Committee
with all rights except the right to vote, with expenses as allowed.

Section 5. Written resignations and terminations must have final approval by the Department
Executive Committee. Vacancies occurring in any office of the Department of South Dakota shall
be appointed by the Department President with the approval of the Department Executive
Committee. (R2024)

Article VI. Officers
Section 1. This Department shall elect annually a President, two Vice Presidents, a Chaplain, and
a Historian.

Section 2. The National Executive Committee Person will be position, with elections to be held
at the Department Convention in even numbered years. The elected position will be a two-year

American Legion Auxiliary Department of SD (Revised June 2025) Page 30f12






